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MEXICO: A 


NEW TEST 


EXICO faces a crucial decision. 

Will this Presidential campaign, like 
so many in the past, end in civil strife be- 
fore the election next July? The next 
few days may give the answer. If it is 
affirmative, Mexico’s long and agonizing 
struggle for self-control will have received 
a tragic set-back, and at the very moment 
when, because of the nomination of 
Dwight W. Morrow as Ambassador, there 
is more promise than at any time since 
1911 of friendly and equitable adjustment 
of Mexican-United States relations. For- 
tunately, the latest reports indicate that 
the answer is to be negative. 

The news earlier this week that por- 
tions of the garrisons in Mexico City, Vera 
Cruz and Torreon have revolted is no sur- 
prise. For months rumors have been cur- 
rent that General Gomez and General 
Serrano, both Presidential candidates, 
were preparing to take up arms against 
President Calles on the ground that he 
was using the whole machinery of the 
Government to support the candidacy of 
General Obregon. It was also charged 
that administrative influence, exercised 
illegally both in the national congress 
and in the state legislatures, alone 
secured the ratification a few months ago 
of the constitutional amendment which 
permits a former President, who, like 
Obregon, has been out of office for one 
term, to be a candidate again. 

President Calles, in a long official state- 
ment, October 4, denied categorically 
these accusations and indicted General 
Gomez and General Serrano as rebels, 
promising that the revolt would be 
crushed within forty-eight hours and the 
leaders punished. That same day it was 
announced that General Serrano and sev- 
eral of his associates had been captured 
and executed. In the meantime, Obregon 


had pledged his support to the Government — 
and was reported to have said that he 
would be willing to withdraw his candi- 
dacy and take the field if this were neces- 
Sary to assure peace. 

It is an interesting speculation whether 
the knowledge that Mr. Morrow expects 
to go to his new post within a few weeks 
hastened the present outbreak. Certainly 
the settlement of the outstanding differ- 
ences between the two countries would 
greatly strengthen President Calles. 
Therefore, it would not be surprising if 
the revolutionary leaders sought deliber- 
ately to create a condition of such disorder 
that President Coolidge might decide to 
request Mr. Morrow to postpone his trip 
to Mexico City. 

J. G. McD. 


A Possible Way Out 


N suggesting that the United States 

utilize the flexible provisions of the 
American tariff law to accord France con- 
cessions in return for most-favored-nation 
treatment, the French Government has 
avoided one of Washington’s chief objec- 
tions to its earlier proposal. The State 
Department interpreted the first French 
note to mean that the United States must 
grant France preferential rates in order 
to secure most-favored-nation treatment— 
a procedure which, it pointed out, is in- 
compatible with the principle of equality 
embodied in the American law. But in 
the last French note, delivered September 
30 and published on October 4 simultan- 
eously with the previous correpondence, 
France declared that it did not seek con- 
cessions forbidden by our law. It pointed 
out that Article 315 of the Fordney Act 
gives the President authority to decrease 
existing rates after an investigation of 
comparative production costs, and sug- 
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gested that if the United States would 
utilize this provision to reduce the duties 
on certain commodities imported by 
France, it in turn would be willing to 
grant most-favored-nation treatment to 
American goods. 

This is an entirely reasonable proposal 
and one which Washington seems inclined 
to view with favor. At the same time, 
it might be pointed out that the flexible 
provisions of the Fordney Act have only 
been used on two occasions to reduce 
specific duties. One of these was a reduc- 
tion of the rate on live bob-white quail 
from Mexico, the other upon paint brush 
handles from Canada. Furthermore, the 
time required to secure a change in duty 
has averaged two years. If the latest 
French offer is to be accepted as a basis 
for negotiation of a commercial treaty, 
the United States will have to adopt a 
more liberal attitude with respect to these 
provisions. W. T.S. 


President von Hindenburg 
“The charge that Germany is guilty of the 
greatest of all wars, we, the German people, 

repudiate in all its phases.... War was a 

last resort for us. . . . Germany is ever ready 

to prove it before impartial judges.” 

President von Hindenburg of Germany, 
speaking at the dedication of the Tannen- 
berg War Memorial on September 18, 
solemnly made this declaration which has 
caused lively and varied comment through- 
out the world. A French move, reported 
earlier, to declare a truce on war-like 
patriotic speeches if, in return, Germany 
promised not to press the war-guilt issue, 
has come to nothing. Evidently the 
chances for an impartial inquiry into the 
thorny question of responsibility for the 
war are still very remote. 

The stirring celebration on October 2 
of President von Hindenburg’s eightieth 
birthday proved beyond all doubt the es- 
teem in which the venerable statesman and 
warrior is held throughout Germany. Nor 
is this surprising. One of the few German 
generals who emerged from the war with 
heightened prestige, he not only rigorously 
refrained from anti-Republican intrigues 
during the critical years of reconstruction 
but pledged his loyalty to the Weimar 
Constitution. As President he has, in the 
minds of the masses of Germany, dignified 
the Republic and consistently supported 
Dr. Stresemann’s conciliatory foreign 


policy. M.S. W. 


Trotzky Expelled 

ECENT dispatches from Moscow in- 
dicate that the truce of last August 
between the “Opposition” and the ruling 
group in the Communist Party, of which 

Stalin is the leader, has been broken. 
Following the discovery of a secret 
printing plant for the publication of “Op- 
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position” propaganda, Trotzky and his 
aide, Vuyovitch, were expelled on Sep- 
tember 30 from the Executive Committee 
of the Third International, and twelve or 
fourteen other dissenters were excluded 
from membership in the Communist 
Party. The oppositionists were charged 
with “inciting malicious slander against 
Soviet Russia abroad” and “organizing 
illegal centers,” or political factions, in 
the Soviet Union. In reply Trotzky, ac- 
cording to an Associated Press dispatch of 
October 1, refused to withdraw his views 
and “hurled accusations of bureaucracy 
and usurpation at his adversaries!” 


These mutual recriminations are pre- 
paratory to a general discussion of party 
policy at the Annual Party Congress in 
December. 

G. N. 


The “Model Governor” Turns General 
N entirely new phase of China’s civil 
war is developing northwest of Pek- 

ing. For years Yen Hsi-Shan has quietly 
governed Shansi Province, earning for 
himself the name of “Model Governor,” 
and in spite of offers made to him from 
generals of the north and south, he has 
steadfastly refused to be drawn into the 
Chinese imbroglio. 

Within the last week, however, Shansi 
troops have begun a drive toward Peking. 
Kalgan, 125 miles away, has fallen and 
the troops of the Northern Alliance, com- 
manded by Chang Tso-lin, are withdraw- 
ing to Nankou Pass, the outer stronghold 
of Peking’s defense,—and only 30 miles 
away from the capital. 

It is reported in press dispatches that 
General Feng Yu-Hsiang is acting in con- 
cert with Governor Yen, and if this is 
really true the threat to Peking’s safety is 
a formidable one. Both these generals, es- 
pecially Feng, have large numbers of fresh 
troops, well trained and disciplined,— 
features considerably lacking in the troops 
of the Northern Alliance which at present 
are distributed through Chihli, Shantung, 
Kiangsu and northern Anhwei Provinces. 

In the meantime the Nationalists in 
the Yangtze Valley, having successfully 
patched up their party machinery and re- 
pulsed the drive on Shanghai of the north- 
ern general, Sun Chuan-Fang, are for the 
present postponing further attacks on the 
north until they have cleared the southern 
provinces of minor generals inspired with 
Communist doctrines. 

D. M. H. 


A History of American Foreign Relations, by 

L. M. Sears, New York, Crowell, 1927. 

An interesting general review based almost ex- 
clusively on secondary material. Readable, but 
hardly justifies the publisher’s claims that it is 
a “source-book” or that it takes us “behind the 
scenes in history.” 
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